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Central Theme

The article focuses on the importance of discussions about the big ideas of a text during reading instruction. It describes what a big idea is as the main point in a book, article, film, or an argument. Because U.S. children are so weak in critical or thoughtful literacy, although they are well developed in basic literacy skills, the authors state that improving understanding of theme in a literary work will improve comprehension of the smaller details.
Main Ideas

· Based on a study of 126 learning episodes, only 4 integrated big ideas into the lesson. The author also notes that there were few instances where they could have been incorporated because of the setup of the learning.
· They can be in various mediums—a text, a work of art, a play. Society and media are focusing on the trivial instead of the substantial. Children should be taught engaged into the text on multiple levels in multiple ways.
· Strong readers commonly use big ideas to work through the smaller details of the text. Big ideas are about more than just one paragraph.
· Books should be selected with “multiple layers of meaning” that students could discover. Teachers should model, teach, and have students practice gaining the big idea. Modeling can be as simple as stating the big idea before reading a story and scaffolding the skill later on.

Author’s Conclusion

Young children are being given a lot of good literature to read. However, the discussions following the reading focus on trivial aspects rather than deep understanding of the big ideas. While these children may not suffer in elementary school, the demands of middle and high school text evaluation will hinder these children if they cannot uncover deeper meaning in the text. Children can build knowledge of complex subjects if teachers simply begin posing the question, “What’s the big idea?”
Evaluation
I do not believe that enough emphasis is placed on discovering the deeper meaning of literature. Too often, the child learns the meaning of small details, rather than grasping the big ideas of the text. This is an easy skill to teach children through simply modeling. Direct instruction or a minilesson may never be required, if done correctly. I agree with the author that not teaching this skill puts them at a disadvantage for reading comprehension, especially beyond elementary where content occurs. 
