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Central Theme

The article discusses paraphrasing as a valuable comprehension strategy. The author analyzes three students specifically and the challenges they face with comprehension and how paraphrasing can help. Authors follow the Roehler and Duffy model of strategy instruction where explanation and modeling should be followed by less support as the student learns the strategy.
Main Ideas

· Paraphrasing is translating or putting the content in one’s own words. Summarizing is reducing the length through sorting between the important and unimportant or redundant. It requires more skill that paraphrasing, but learning to paraphrase is a step towards summarizing.
· In order to effectively model, the strategy must be explained as what good readers do. The teacher must use several different types of text on multiple days on the student’s instructional level and need to “forget” parts, so they can reread the passages, as the students will sometimes do. 
· Paraphrasing is not just about repeating the information in the exact words of the text. Students need to use background knowledge to develop paraphrasing as a tool to comphrehend.
· Students should understand that comprehension is more important that reading quickly. 
Author’s Conclusion

Each of the students studied benefited when paraphrasing was used as a tool for comprehension. Through careful instruction and modeling, teachers need to explain what the strategy is and how and when it is useful for readers. Individual attention may be needed. Children can use this focused instruction to learn how to better monitor their own comprehension. 
Evaluation
I believe, like the article, paraphrasing is a comprehension strategy that is not used enough. Because content reading requires comprehension and summarizing in order to learn the material, it is important that the precursor, paraphrasing, is adequately taught. Some of the students were entering middle school without these basic skills. Students should be taught paraphrasing in multiple settings and genres to allow the students to see that it is a strategy to use in many settings. The strategy must be applied for students to fully understand the meaning of the content or story.
