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Central Theme

Cindy McPhail explains how she improved the reading comprehension and willingness to speak in class of the students in her bilingual sixth grade classroom. She focused on improving expressive reading through a modified reader’s theater and similar activities rather than reading rate. Although the students reading rates did not significantly improve, the students gained a more meaningful interpretation of the text. 
Main Ideas

· Without pre-reading, speaking passages can be very stressful, especially for English language learners.
· Dialogues are authentic literature that can help to develop oral fluency.

· The teacher went through a series of steps to improve the students’ expressive reading. By focusing on a different aspect, like the words said by a specific character or reading together in small groups for a specific passage, students were able to identify the importance of the way the text was spoken.

· McPhail offered her students a variety of ways to learn, be grouped, and receive feedback over the way to read a passage.

· The students gained approximately a grade and a half in eleven weeks time.
Author’s Conclusion

Although reading speed to insure that the student understands the material is important, it is more important to stress reading in an expressive, dynamic, and socially interactive experience to gain more meaning out of the text. McPhail attributed the previously reluctant group of speakers to the positive experiences with the modified reader’s theater technique and community of learners built by the students through it. 
Evaluation

This seems like a fun way to engage literary material. It can be used at any grade level with a variety of texts. If a teacher spends a few weeks focusing on it in English, even in the upper grades, it can translate over to other content areas. Although speed is important, I agree that it is more important to gain meaningful expression from the text, even if that means a student reads more slowly.
